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Riches. 


tue and Bravery, than an earneſt Deſire they 


Here was not any one ching which more ani · 
| | mated many Men among the Heathens to Vir- 
| had to leave a Good Name behind them. This 
put them upon doing great and glorious Exploits, to 


oppoſe Tyrants and Uſurpers, who endeavour'd the Sub- 
verſion of their Native Country, its Liberties, Rights and 


* 


Privile ges. 


Solomon prefers a Good Name before precious Ointment, 


Eccleſ. 7. 1. It was cuſtomary in his Days to embalm dead 


Bodies to preſerve them from Noiſomneſs and Corruption, 


but a Good Name preſerves a Man's Memory, and makes 
it grateful to Poſterity. The Righteous, that is the good 


Man, ſhall be bad in everlaſting Remembrance. Pſal. 111. 


. Long after he is dead hi» Name ſhall be mention'd 


with Honour for many Ages, and his good Deeds re- 


membred from Generation to Generation. 5 

And as much as Men deſire Riches, and as great a Va- 
lue as they ſet upon them, yet he is reckon'd by the Wiſe 
Man, the happier of the two, who leaves a Good Name, 


dan he that leaves a great Eſtate behind him. Not that 
it is impoſlible for a Rich a Man to be a good Man; for 


Riches are Bleſſings, when ſuch a one is Poſſeſſor of them, 


who hath a Heart and Wiſdom to uſe them well. Then 


they conduce to our Neighbours good, to the Glo- 
ry of God, are a means of helping on Eternal Sal- 


vation; and ſuch a Man ſhall be famous both on Earth 
and in Heaven. And becauſe a good Name is ſo com- 


mendable, I will lay down ſome Rules for the attaining it. 


The beſt way to ſecure a good Name, is therefore, ( 1.) - 


To 
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To tranſcribe in your Lives and Converſations thoſe Graces * - 


and Virtues which were ſo eminent in the firſt Teachers, 


| Planters and Propagators of the Chriſtian Religion. 


Though they are dead and gone many Ages ago, tho? 
we did not know their Perſons, nor never had any Con- 
verſation with them, yet it is your Duty to remember their 
Doctrines, to imitate their Virtues, to follow their Faith, 
and praiſe God for ſuch bright and ſhining Examples. By 
 fſach Frpits ye ſhall be known, whoſe Humility, Meeknels, 
Patiente, Continency and Charity, if you copy our in your 
Lives, they will make you acceptable to God, and had in 
Admiration by Men. Men will not only ſpeak well of you, 


with reſpect in your Life time, but alſo after Death, will 


without doubt conclude you are happy in a State of ever- 
luaſting Bliſs and Glory, and from Age to Age your Name 
| ſhall be mention'd with Honour, a nd your Glory ſhall not be 


blotted out. The Son of Sirach ſpeaking of Holy Men, 


ſays, Their Bodies are buried in Peace, but their Name livetb 
for evermore. The People will tell of their Wiſdom, and the 
Congregation will ſhaw forth their Praiſe, Eccluſ. 44. 13, 
14, 15. 3 ; 95 h 
This is what is uſual and common, but it is poſſible that 
even the beſt of Men, thoſe who are moſt eminent for Vir- 
tue and Purity, and the moſt charitable and religious Per- 


ſons may have their Names ble miſſi d, and their Actions mi- 


repreſented by Malice, Envy, or Ill. will. The moſt inne- 
cent Perſon, the moſt ſublime Piety, the talleſt Reputation, 


and the greateſt Goodneſs, cannot always defend themſelbpes 
againſt the Venom of a Serpentine Tongue. Virtue tho? - 


never ſo bright, yet there has never wanted thoſe who mike 
it their Buſineſs to ſnarl and peeviſhly root it out. Religion 
tho' in a King, and the beſt of Men, cannot eſcape the Re- 
_ proach of the Wicked; and thus, Holy David's Vertues 
were a Paſtime to the Prophane, and his Righteouſneſs the 
ſubject of their Libels, and abuſive Pamphlets. The Rea- 
ſon is this, The Juſtice, Prudence, and Exemplary Life of 


a good Man to promote the Glory of God, is à continual 


Reproach to the Prophane, Diſſolute, and Irriligious, and 
8 noth ing 


5 


I 


And. 


SS 
nothing makes the Doformity of Vice appear ſo much as the 


near Examples of Innocence, Sobriety, Temperance and 


Goodneſs. Wicked Men are malicious, and ſeeing them- 


ſelves out- ſtrip'd by ſuch as are held in Eſteem and Honour 
for their good Deeds, rail and rage againſt them, endeavour 


by Falſhood to accuſe, defame and undermine- them, and 


wound them with Arrows ſhot in the dark. 


Tho? this ſometimes happens, good Men will go on, will 


| imirate bright and conſpicuous Examples, and make even 
the Defamations of their Enemies 11 the more to their 
Praiſe and Glory. 


( 2.) To ſecure a good Name, i is to live in the fear of 
God. 


When Pharaoh commanded the Hebrew ive to kill 
the Male-Children, they refus'd to obey him, becauſe bx 


feared God. Exod. 1. 17. And how did God deal with 


them for their ſo doing. It is thus ſpecified, He made them 


Houſes. ver. 21. 


Now to make an Houſe in Scripture Language, ſignt- 
fies to raiſe, and eſtabliſh a Family. Thus God promiſed 
David, that he would Eſtabliſh bs Houſe, 2 Sam. 7. 11. 


16. i. e. Confirm his Kingdom. 


The Midwives for fearing God, and not obeying the 


King in his wicked and bloody Commands, both them and 


* were bleſs' d by God; all took notice of that their 


worthy Deed, their memory is honour'd and their fame ſhall 
e perpetuated to after Ages. 
Cornelius fear d God with bu whole gauy: ; Be gave 3 
Alm, Acts 10, was fervent in Prayer, and a De vout Man, 


for which he is commended, and his Name looks bravely big 


ia Holy Scripture. And that which adds to his Fame, and 


will perpetuate his memory, is, notwithſtanding his Coun- 


try, his Calling and Vocation, nothing but Idolatry and 


Superſtition in the one, Lewdneſs, Profaneſs, Robbery and 
Murder in the other; yet notwithſtanding theſe Corruptions, 
he had a reſpect to true Religion, and to the Worſhip of God. 


St. Luke has given an honourable deſcription of him in his 


Manners, in his Charity, in his Devotion; and has ſet him 


forth 
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forth as a perfect Pattern ot true Chriſtianity, how he livd 
towards God, and how he behav'd himſelf towards Man. 
He has fer every Chriſtian an Example, and all them who 
have Families may learn from him to be Religious, and te 4 
inſtruct them in the fear of God, and in Prayer to him, as = 
he did his. H Prayers and bis Alms came up for a Memo- k 


rial before God. His good works pleaſed God, were grate- 


ful and acceptable to him; he ſaw them, and will recompence 
them, he heard his Prayers and regarded his Charity. 5 
Mary Magdalen's Memory as a penitent Sinner, is left ſor 

all Poſterity to talk of, and whereſoever the Goſpel of 


5 Chriſt is heard, fhe is honourably mention'd. Her Tears 


aid Chriſt; He calls the Beggar by his Name, the beiter to 


will never be forgot, and for her Carriage and Behaviour to 
Chriſt, ſhe will live in a glorious Remembrance. 
And to give but one Inſtance more, Conſt ant ius at his firſt 
coming to the Empire, commanded all thoſe who liv'd in his 
Court, to forſake Chriſt, and to offer Sacrifice unto Idols, 
| threatning to baniſh all from his Preſence and Service, that 
ſhould refuſe to obey him in that Edict. , _ 
Many were eaſily induc'd to renounce their Religion, and 
rather chan hazard the loſs of their Places at Court, wou'd 
content themſelves to be of any or none; but others choo- 
ſing rather to obey God than Man, would not yield Obedi- 
_ ence to ſo wicked a Command, what Hazard ſoever they run 
upon. The good * Emperor retain'd thoſe about him, and 
baniſh'd all the other who were ſo forward to embrace Idola- 
try, ſaying, They cou d not be loyal and faithful to their Prince, 
who were ſo falſe, perfidious and unfaithful to Gt. 
Tho' both theſe ſorts of Men be long ſince dead, yet 
the memory of the one is precious, and that of the other 
- : thalf'roq, © >; „5 = Eo 
Their Deeds are Recorded, to the laſting Praiſe and 
Commendation ok, the one, and to the Diſgrace and Infamy 
of the other. There was a certain Beggar named Lax arms, 
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FSoxom. lib. 1. chap. 6. Quomodo fidem inviolatam pre- 
ſtabunt Imperatori qui Deo ſunt perfidi. 7 | 
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make himknown to Poſterity, but he nam'd not the Rich 
Man, but leaves that with his Memory to rot. TS 
( 3.) To ſecure a good Name, is to do your Duty conſci- 
entiouſly, in the ſtate ef Life unto which it ſhall pleaſe God 
to call you. . 8 . 
The conſtant keeping a good Conſcience, (I) makes 
a good Magiſtrate, He conſiders his Reputation, and there- 
fore he will not, becauſe tis a violation of his Conſcience, an 


obſcuring of his Name, blaſting his Credit, either protect 


the Guilty, or oppreſs the Innocent. This makes him juſt 


and impartial in all his Proceedings, whether in private or 
publick, in his Chamber, or upon the Bench, to deal fairly 


* 


that of the Rich. And | + | 
(2. ) It has the ſame Influence on Bodies and Societies of 
men. The preſerving and ſecuring a good Name makes faith- 
ful and true Witneſſes, upright and unbyaſs'd Juries, charita- 
ble Plaintiffs and Defendants, and puts men out of Love 
with vexatious Suits, and things which make not for Peace. 
A Conſcientious Honeſt man is the only Wiſe, Great and 
Secure man, the trueſt Politician, and none ſo ſafe as he. 
FThoſe two blind Philoſophers Plato and Ariſtotle, could tell 


us, That a man that acts from the Spring. of a good A 


Conſcience, with Honour and Honeſty, is like a TeTexyw!G- 
Die, caſt him which way you will, he ſtill finds a Bottom. 
Like his God he is ſtill the ſame, Yeſterday, to Day, and 


for ever. His Principles are eſtabliſn'd, of a ſettled Judg: 


ment in matters both of Church and State. | | 

But tho a good Conſcience, and the diſcharging ones Du- 

ty with Honour and Honeſty, be one way to ſecure a good 
Name, yet I am not countenancing the practices of ſuch men 

who act out of a tender Conſcience (asghey call it) and 

under that pretence have dong moſt unconſcionable Actions. 
+ + Whar ſhall we think of thoſe who have a hot and flaming. 
Teal for the Church, and yet with the ſame Breath bluſter 

againſt thoſe true ways and means which are for her ſatery 
and preſervation ? They tell us they have no Affection for 


tween Party and Party, and to take care that the poor 
man's Cauſe have as friendly and favourable a Hearing as | 


- 1 3 3 


1 * a4 ... 3 7 


Popery, 1 


Popery, and inveigh bitterly againſt Tyranny and Slavery,” 
and yet at the ſame time carry on the Intereſt of the Common 
Enemy, who for many years has been endeavouring to root 
out our Religion, to overturn our Conſtitution, and ro make 
us Slaves and Vaſſels to his Arbitrary and Ambitious Will and 
Pleaſure. „ nn Ts JA 
This certainly is one of the worſt kind of Conſciences in 
the World, and the owner of it is ſo deceiv'd in following 
it, that the blind Man for following his blind Conſcience is 
in the ready way for both to fall into the Ditch. Or what 
ſhall we think of them who go to Church purely and ſolely 
to keep a place, for worldly Intreſt for politick Ends and Dc- 
ſigns, and ſhou'd the times alter would be as forward for the 
Maſs, or a Conventicle, as they are now for our Communion. . 
Is this the way to ſecure a good Name, and preſerve a 
clean Reputation? No, by no means. The Man may en- s 
joy his Honours, Riches, and Prefrerments longer by ſuch. | 
an Apoſtacy ; but whether will he cauſe. his Shame to go, 
when he has ſtretch'd and proſtituted his Conſcience, and 
made Shipwrack of his Faith? All the Pleaſures of Pharaob's 
Court-cou'd not tempt Moſes to deny his Religion, He 
was reſolved to ſtick cloſe to that whatever it coſt bim. He 
would not turn Egyptian, no not for a Crown. O Moſes ! how 
art thou to be admir'd for thy Faith! O bleſſed Pattern to 
follow! Thy Nameſhall be had ineverlaſting Remembrance, 
and be mention'd with Honour to the end of the World. 
( 4.) Fora Man to ſecure a good Name, is to have re- 
” gard to his Fame, 300 4 
1 Ir is requir'd by our bleſſed Saviour, that our Lig bt ſpou d 
| ſhine before Men. That which St. Paul ſpeaks of a Biſhop. 
is very requiſite tho* not in ſo high a Degree of Neceiſty, 
to every one that bears the Name of a Chriſtian, He muff 
bave a good Report of them which are without. 1 Tim. 3. 7. 
1 The Primitive Chriſtians liv'd fo, that the Heathens that 
| _ perſecuted their Religion du d not except a- "+ "0 
gainſt their Lives, They did not only | ; Non magna 
ſpeal great things But live then. Provide loquimur „ ſtd 
things honeſt in the Sight of all Men, Rom. vivimus. 
12, 17. ſays St, Paul, And tho? it be . 


very true, that no Man, how deſerving ſoever, can have - 
the good Word of all; yet if he leads his Life after fucha | d 
manner, as renders him illuſtrious in the Eyes of the greater te 
and better part of Mankind, ſuch a Man will ſecure a good Mi 
Name, and procure Honour and Eſteem from others, 5 
God, for Reaſons beſt known to himſelf, has made an | u 
inequality among Men. He permits ſome to be Rich, others li 
to be Poor, ſome to enjoy a Life of Health and Proſperity, v 
others to be extreamly miſerable, and their Circumſtances 0 
deplorable. fd . 2 
Now a quick and tender Senſe of Pity and Compaſſion 
for the Sick and the Blind, the Poor and Needy, Fatherleſs t] 
Children and 'Widows, ſuch as are deſolate and oppreſſed, 
and ſuffer for Chriſt and the ſake of the Goſpel, is the way | 1 
to have that Commendation of Demetrius, A good report of I 
0 a2 Men, 3. Joh, v. 12. Such Charity and Beneficence, h 
ſuch Succour, ſuch Learnings of Bowels, a Proyiſion for 30 
thoſe that ſtand in great need of it, and ſuch as have done a b 
great deal of good in their Generation, ſhall not only be in h 
favour with God, by ſuch religious and charitable Acts, but h 
alſo be highly eſteemed by Men for their Works of Hu- ti 
manity, and other generous Qualifications. They ſhall be 5 
belov'd of God, honour'd by all good Men, and their me- i 
'  mory ſhall be bleſſed in after Generations. . f 
Contrary to which is a narrow, ſelfiſh, and ſtingy Soul, 5 
whom neither the ſorrowful ſighing of the priſoner, the com- F 
fortleſs Eſtate of aged and infirm Widows, nor the deſolate b 
Condition of the Fatherleſs can melt or ſoften, who live as if 
if they were born for themſelves, and never have any re- 9 
gard to other Mens Concerns, ſo it goes well with their | g 
—_— i 5 
They do not conſider the Condemnation at the laſt Day, : 
thoſe (ball go away into everlaſting Puniſhment, who gave r 
no meat tothe hungry, no drink to the thirſty, no clogths ta l 
the naked, Matth. 25. 46. 42,43- and negleQed other _— 
Acts of Charity when Opportunities offer'd, and were fun- x 
nmaiſlh'd with powers and abilities to do them. Like the Prieſt 
" and Levine in the parable of the wounded man, Lyke 10. are 4 


void 


void of all Compaſſion, 020 Hearts are as hard as the har! 
deſt Rocks or marble, will not. reach forth a helping hand 
to ſuch as are in Diſtreſs, but deny them Aſſiſtance, behold. © 
theic miſeries and calamities, paſs by them and regard them 
not, Such perſons are a Scandal to Humane Nature, moſt 
unlike unto God, Enemies tothe common Good and Intereſt, 
live and die covetous Wretches, and are carried to their Ghives | 
with an odious and infamous (haracter. Thus having laid 
down ſome Rules for thc ſecuring a Good Name, and What a 
commendable thing ſuch a Name is. I come, 

( 2.) To ſhew there is a good Reaſon to chooſe that, ra- 
i ther than great Riches, 

1.) Your Riches may vaniſh away, you may heap them 
up, — after all know not who ſhall gather them. Pſal. 
39. 7. The wealthieſt man knows not bur a Prodigal may be 
| his Heir, that a Stranger, or an Enemy may pofleſs and en- 
joy his Eſtate after he is dead, and gone; that his Riches may 
be the occaſion of his Son's Ruin and Deſtruction bere, and 
his everlaſting miſery hereafter. Debauchery has ffequent- 
ly been ſer a foot by the large and full Enjoyment of a plen- 
tiful Eſtate. Riches are liable to be loſt, but a good Name 
ſhall never periſh. That lives after the man is dead, and 


ſpeaks in his Family long after he i is turn'd into Duſt and 


Alhes, | 
A manwho goes out of the World with a ge Name, his 
Failings, Infirmities and Imperfections ſhall be overlook'd, 
he ſhall be huried in his good Deeds, and his memory Con- 
ſecrated and embalm'd to admiring poſterity, | 
( 2.) Great and many are the Temprations of Riches, 
Mey men are nndone by them. They have {lain their 
Thouſands, but he who is Rich in good Works, Pal. 41. 2., 
Hie ſhall be bleſſed upon the Earth, and Luke 14. 14. re- 
recompenſed at the ReſurreBlon of the Fuſt. Plal. 112.9. He 
hath diſperſed abroad and given to the Poor, and his Rigbte- 


* ouſneſs re maine ib for ever, bu Harn Jha be denden with Ho- 


ee Jl be Bleſſed, Aft at BR in a Parent wy 
entail 
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Nay, the pfilmiſt ſays, Plal. 2 27. 26. The Seed of the. N 


—_ . (ie) - 


entail God's Bleſſing, both upon the Perſons and Eſtate of 


Children. Withour God's Blefling, all ye ſhall leave unto 


your Children will little avail them. Now Mercy and 


Liberality to the Poor and Needy, will entail God's Bleſſin g on 
your poſterity, © | Wo | 
Many Men are very buſie, earneſt and ſollicitous to entail 


their Eſtates on their Poſterity, that they may continue their 


_ Houſes for ever, that their Dwelling Places may endure from 
one Generation to another, and call the Lands after their own 
Names. Luke 14. 14. Now the ſureſt way to advance 
and proſper an Eſtate, and to continue a Man's Name to fu- 


ture Ages, and bring down a Bleſſing from Heaven upon his 


Lands, Houſes and Family, is to do good, to honour the Lord 
with your Subſtance, ſo ſhall thy Barns be filled with Plenty, 


and thy Preſſes ſhall barſt out with new Wine. Prov. 3. ꝙ, 10. 


Plenty and Abundance ſhall follow For this thing the Lord 
by God ſhall bleſs thee in all thy Works, and in all that thou 


put teſt thine band unto. Pal. 112. 9. Duet. 15. 10. 
There are ſome other Particulars peculiar to charitable 
Perſons, the Lord will deliver tbem in i he time of trouble, be 
will not deliver them unto the Will of their Enemies, the Lord 


will comfort them when they lie ſick upon their Beds, and make 


Their Bed in their Diſtreſs, Pal. 41. 1, 2, 3. 3, 

( 3.) A Good Name is rather to be choſen than great Riches, 
becauſe the richeſt Man cannot long enjoy them, and he muſt 
one Day part with them whether he will or no. We brought 
not hing into tbe Would, and'tis certain we can carry not bing 
out. 1 Tim. 6 7. Naked came Tout of my Mothers Womb, 
and Naked ſhall I return. Job 1. 21. When we dye we can 
carry nothing away with us, our Riches ſhall not deſcend 
after us. At our dying Day we take an everlaſting Fare wel 
of them. Our Lands and Livings are only lent us, we fit upon 


them at Pleaſure, and the great Landlord of Heaven and | 


Earth may turn us off when he Pleaſeth. 7 


Death? Could they make the plentiful Poſſeſſor of them im- 
mortal? or could they purchaſe an Inheritance in Heaven; 


then indeed they would be worth our choice. But alas! they 


all 
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Could the Riches of this World defend us in the Hour of iq 


2 Eg. 8 . 
all die with us. The greateſt Prince has but one Body to feed 
and cloath, as well as the pooreſt of his Subjects, and when, 
the Mighty Monarch is dead; as little a Grave will hold and 
contain it. „ „% >. Ls 
Kings and Queens Princes and Dukes, muſt die, and take 
uß their Lodging in the Grave, Thoſe whom the Pſalmiſt 
calls Gods on Earth, muſt die like Men, and be turned into 
Duſt as well as they who have no long Pedigree, no ſwelling 
Titles to boaſt of. (f) Tombs themſelves have their dying 
Day, and thoſe Marble Monuments which ſtand over Princes 
fall to duſt as the Bodies which lie under them. King Solomesn 


bath long ſince put off his Crown and Robes, and Death 


made no difference between him and the meaneſt of his Ser- 
vants. A fad Inſtance of this we have had lately, which may 
teach us, that the greateſt Families are no more ſecure from 
natural Death than the loweſt, and that the Splendor of any 
thing that is great ſhould not withdraw our Eyes from looking 
upon our ſel ves as Duſt and Aſhes. | 
Ne is the richeſt Man who leaves a good Name behind him. 
The World is conſtant tono Man. All its Glory, Grandeur, 
Honours and Dignities are but like a ſhadow that paſſeth away. 
But O what great Comfort will it be to a dying Man, to think 
how his Care and Thoughts have been extended for the Good 
of all Men, particularly thoſe in Want and Neceſſity ! What 
good Uſe he has made of thoſe Talents God committed to him! 
And what Peace and comfortable Hope, when the Pangs of 
Death are juſt taking hold of him, and he ready to ſtep in- 
to another World! Then bis memory is precious, that ſur- 
vives when he is gone, not only in the Eye and Eſtimation of 
the World, but precious in the Sight of the Lord is his Death, 
His quiet Habitation is not to be diſturb'd, his Soul is happy, 
bis Body at reſt, and an Honour is due to his memor 7. 
The Romans thus diſtinguiſh'd their two Emperors (g) An- 


 guſtus and Tiberius, The ene they deify'd, but they bore 
ſuch Hatred to the other, that they would have is memory 


— — 


75 Templa, Saxa, Marmora, Ferro plumbog ; conſolidata tamen 
cadunt, ----- Sunt & ſua fata Sepulchris, (g) Sucton, in Tiberio. 
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farvive no where but in Hell. The wicked are foon forgor, they die in 
their Poſterities, and their Names rot as fall, if not faſter than their 


corrupted Bodies, 


It was a ſaying of that Cruel Emperor Nero at his Death, Ler Heaven - 


and Earth fall in pieces when I am gone. He knew Poſterity wou'd cenſure. 
his many bloody and Tyrannical Actions, that he ſhou'd be Evil ſpoken 


ef, and his Name ſtink ; and therefore wiſh'd there was no after times, | 


but that his Life and the World might end together. | | 
The Heathens did not think the Bodies of Traytors and Mutherer 
worth 2 Grave, deny'd them the the Rights of Burial, and caſt them out 
that Dogs might eat them. and the Fowls of Prey devour them. The 
Deſign was, their Remembrance ſhould be loft, that no Mouument ſhould 
preſerve, nor no Epitaph innoble them, but that their Memorial and 
Name ſhould periſh like the Dung, - F 


There can be no greater Motive for Chriſtians to continue the value, 


and honour the Memory of good Men, than their great Sanctity, Chaſtity, 
Rigbteouſneſs, Juſtice, and Charity, The Righteous ſhall be had in Ever- 
. Faſting Remembrance, Pſal. 111. 6. There cannot be too much Dignity 
given to their Bodies by Men in the Honour of their Füneral Rites, when 


ve ate aſſur'd that their Death is precious in the ſight of God, Pal. 


116. 15. | Ee. 1 | 
Their Bodies when living were the Temples of the Holy Ghoſt, and 

| being dead, ought to be decently interr'd, becauſe Chriſt will hereafter 
glorify them, and make them like unto his own glorious and incor- 
ruptible Body, Devout Men carried Stephen 10 bis Burial. Acts 8, . 
*Tis a Debt owing co Humaniy, an act of Piety, Mercy and Juſtice, and 


Jeſus faith, The Funeral Preparation which the Woman made for Him was 


4 Good Work. Mat. 26. 10. The Men of Fabeſh Gilead having buried the 


Bodies of Saul arid Jonathan, David made his Prayer to God to bleſs 


them for it. Bleſſed be ye of the Lord, that ye have ſkewed this kinaneſs 
unt o your Lord, even unto Saul, and have buried him, 2 Sam. 2. Fo 

We know and believe the Body tho* Dead, ſhall live again, and be 
joined to the Soul. Thar it ſhall be rais'd from its Grave, and will be the 


Subject of God's Omnipotence, and therefore we decently lay it to reſt, till 


the laſt Trump ſhall ſound the Call, Ariſe ye Dead and come te Fragment, 
(4. ) 4 Good Name is rather to be choſen than Great Riches, becauſe 
Great Riches, if a Man has not Grace to make a right uſe of them, many 
times are introduce rs of Atheiſm, and are frequently attended with Pride, 
High-mindedneſs, Vain-Glory, Luxury, and. Forgerfulneſs both of God 
and themſelves, That part of Argur's Prayer Feed me with Food con- 
venient for me, leaſt I be ful and deny Thee, er. 5. 7. had a. great deal 
both of Piety and Wiſdom in it. Eg ; . N 
When J7eſarun waxed fat, Duet. 32, 15. He then Kick'a, and when 


Iſrael was fed to the full, then ſhe commi:ted Abomination. Prov. 30. 8. 


St. Paul knew very well how forward Rich Me: arc to be High. minded, 
to trult to their Riches, to be puff d up, to make their Health their 


ha, * 


Frs 


( 13 ) " 

ſtrong City, Prov. 18.11, Todeſpiſe the Poor, be void of all compatith* © 
nate Affeclions, and to think themſelves ſo high, ſo ſafe, and ſecure 25 
not to fear God, nor regard Man, and therefore lays down this Di- 
rection, Charge them that are Rich in this World, that they be not highs 
minded, nor truſt in uncertain Riches, but in the Living God, that t | 
ao good, that they be Rich in good Wwarks, a to diſtribute; w. ling 70 | 
Communicate. 1 Tim. 6. 17, 13. 
Lou ſcarce hear of a Wicked and Ungodly Man but He is uncharitable. 
unmerciful, of an arrogant and inſolent Diſpoſition, whoſe Bowels are not 
moy'd at the Miſery and Neceſſity of another, and in whom the love of 
God dwells not. He his Coverous, 2 and backward to feed the 
Hungry and cloath the Naked. 

Now who wou d not rather chooſe a Good e than be a Man, * | 
Rich,-yet a ſhame to Religion, a Reproach to Chriſtianity, and a Scandal 
to Human Nature. 

Whereas on the contrary, Good and Religious perſons, and ſuch as are 
Eminent in Vertue and Godlineſs, are Eminent like wiſe for Charity and 

doing Good. | 
Tiis Recorded to the Praiſe and Commendation of Fob for his liberaliry, 
that he Bleſſing of Him that was ready to periſh came upon Him, Chap. 29. 
13. and that He caus'd the Widows Heart ts ſing for Fay, Chap. 29.7% 
that He had not eaten his Meat alone, without giving part thereof ro the 
Bungry Orphans, neither had he ſeen any deri For want of Cloathing 
Chap. 31. 17, 19 | 

Many other inſtances might be given from Holy Abraham, Gen, 18. 1. 
2. Cornelius, Acts 10. 4. Gains, Rom. 16. 23. Scripture of the Charity 
of thoſe who were Pious and Godly Perſons, 2 have left a Good Nas. 
behind them. 

Thus having laid 55 ſome Ways and Means for the eng a cue 
Name, and that it is to be choſen rather than Great Riches. | 

Come we 
(3.) To ſome Motives or nne to quicken us up for attain- 
ing it. / | 
. 1, ) The firſt Motive ſhall be talen from the Excellency thereof,” 

It is an Excellent Thing in Parents to leave a Geod Name behind thens: 
bara the Credit and Reputation of it fall upon thier Children and 
Family, and bring much Comfort to them, 

It was David's Queſtion, I there yet any that is Ii of the Houſe of 
Saul, that I may ſhew him kindneſs for Jonathan ſake? 2 Sam. 1. 
And being told that Jonat han had a Lame Son, luephiboſpeth, he ſent for 
him. entertain'd him at his Table, and reſt or'd Wa all that was Sanls. v. 7. 

According to the Fruits Parents bring forth, and the Good Works they 
do, their Children are honour'd and eſteem'd, and ns Mouths of Wicked 

Men ſtom from ſpeaking Evil of them. | 
"The World is grown ſo uncharitable and alicia; as Races to re- 
n and n even a 70 0 for the Naughtinels of a bad Father 
N which, 


tw). 


2008: 
" N | 2 3 * 
vbich tho? it be both barbarous and diſingenuous, yet its evident in Experi- 
ence, and a little Converſe with the World will make it appear. 
 Whilft we live on Earth, there is nothing wherein we can ſhew a greater 
Care of our Poſterity than in ſecuring a Good Name, inſomuch as they 
vho do it in an ordinary way of Providence, do therein ſecure the ſame 
to their Children. , . 8 
And doubtleſs Perſons of noble Extraction and large Fortunes have Op- 
portunities put into their hands, by being virtuous and religious, ſober, 
chaſt and temperate, not only to make their own Memories bleſſed, but 
alſo to give a Luſtre to their Families, and make them more conſpicuous. 
If they tread in the Paths of Virtue their Honour is preſerv'd, their Titles, 
Power and Eminency confirm'd, and this makes their Nobility from Age N 1 
to Age ſtill more illuſtrious. 33 3 
( 2.) Another Motive to a Good Name ſhall be taken from converſation, 
in our mutual Converſe one with another, 1. e, to treat every Man 
reſpectfully, and after a civil and courtuous manner, not to flander, back- 
bite, defame, or through Prejudice miſ-repreſent another's Actions, and 
make the worſt of every thing. „„ 33 
Mien will ſpeak well of, and have a value for him, who in the heat of 
| Diſpute, ae uncivil or unhandſome Reflections, talks with Meekneſs 


\ 


add Calmæeſs, and handels every Man's Reputation with the ſame tender · 
neſs he vould have another uſe towards him. Wherever this is obſery'd, 
à Man is look'd upon as full of Goodneſs, a publick Benefactor, and the 
(.) Another Motive to a Good Name, ſhall be taken from Fidelity, or 
juſt dealing one with another, 1. e. in Matters of Truſt, to diſcharge | 
the ſame with Faithfulneſs, whether they be publick or private. e b 


(1.) Publick, All ſuch as have the Sword of Juſtice or Judgment com- t 
mitted to them. F | 5 01 
In Scripture they are call'd God's, and the Seat they are ſet in is the | 

o 


Lords. They are ordain'd of God, are his Vice-gerents, and therefore | 
in their Office ought to imitate his righteous Adminiſtrations, | th 


Now one part of their Office is as to ſecular Matters, to give unto all ar 
Men what is their due, to protect, defend and acquit the Innocent, to pu- = = 
niſh Evil-dyers, and make Malefactors Examples of Puniſhment, who had | PF? 
been Examples in tranſgreſſing. 3 + „„ We 1 

The other part of their Office relates to Religion, to maintain Truth, Cj 
to ſuppreſs all falſe Teachers, to puniſh the Authors of Sedition, Herefie , ho 
and Schiſm, and dat only to paſs Sentence on ſuch Criminals, bur ſee 
that it be put in Execution, that ſo both Church and State may flouri.n. © 

This ſarely in the firſt place will bring God's Bleſſing upon all ſuch = = ha 
Magiſtrates, and cauſe the People and Commons of the Land, not only to 4 - 


pray for them, but to honour, reyerence and love their Perſons, and 
perpetuate their Fame to Poſterity. They ſpall be had in gverlsſiing Re- 
membrane. Lt #2 %%% ( 


(2) In 


— 


3 
( 2. ) In private Matters do right to one another, a peofiiens Nr 
Truſt with faithfulneſs. Setting your Eſtates in order before your Deatla 
is a neceſſary Preparation to a Go Name, giving your Creditors their 
juſt Demands, for if you go out of the World diſpoſing ot your eſſects other- 
wiſe than aceording to the Rules of Equity, you leave a Blot upon your 


eee 


Name here, and the Guilt thereof will purſue you into another World. 


That being a Sin you cannot repent of, nothing but a fad Sentence there 
can be od 1 


To perform * commands of the dead, and fulfil the win of the de- 


ceas d, is ed. as well as a faithful Add, and an indiſpenfible Duty in 
r 


every Execu F. Þo as you would be done unto, and you wilt plcaſe both 
God and Man. 


| To ſecure a Good Name, let your holy Religion be * by er 


Lives and Convcrlations, and be preferred before any Worldly Intereſt. 
Let the Light of your Lives ſo ſhine before Men, that therein your Hea- 
venly Father may be gloriſſed. Defend God's Truth to the uttermoſt of 
your Powers, and in nothing terrified by your adverſaries, quit your 

ſelves like Men in contending for the Faith once deliver d to the Saints. 
Diſcharge 2 good Conſcience in Matters both publieł and prevate, and 
give as little Cauſe of Offence as poſſible, and then roo much Honour can- 
not be given to your Memory: Your Value ſhall be continued after 
Death, and your Name ſmel ſweet, and gs in the Duß to renting, 
Generations. 


This then may ſerve to ſhew how 3 . 6 are who call them 


ſelves Chriſtians, and profeſs Chriſtianity, when in Truth they are a 


Diſhonour to it, and live contrary to its Pure and Holy Doctrines. Do 


but behold the Wickedneſs of many call'd Chriſtians, and you will find 


them the worſt of Men, and for their Heinous Sins aud Groſs. Enormities, 
out- vying the very Rabble of Heathens and Mahometans. _ | 


Their Names are not only contemptible, and they unworthy the Name 


of a Chriſtian, but alſo the Purity of the Chriſtian Religion is expos'd to 
the Contempt of its eruel Adverſaries by ſuch Profeſſors, whoſe Manners 
are the Diſgrace of their Principles. | 


Salvian makes this juſt Complaint, (a) bs fach doth Chris ſuffer Re- 


proach, and by them the Chriſtian Religion is blaſphemed, for they male 

the very Heathen jay, Behold what kind of Men are they mho worſtip 
Chriſt ? We may judge of him that is worſhipped by bis Worſhippers, for 

| how can we think him a good Maſter, whoſe Scholars we ſee to be ſo very bad. 


Religion has a Name which is capable of looſing or gaining. A good or 
evil Report may be brought upon it, according to the good or bad Be- 
- haviour of its Profeſſors, For Unrighteouſueſs of Life in Chriſtians will 


diſhonour Religion, hinder Piety, and make Chriſtianiry' the Scorn of 
Infidels. 


Always act according to Contec live as knowing God ſeen you, 


ſpeak as believing God hears you, and walk as n God is near you, 


A 


—— cr —— — . — 
— — 9 — 
* 


1 Sal u. bal. J. +» 8 : | SS . and. | 


/ 


* : q 
a 1 N 
2 . 
” 2 
We 
2 % I l K 
f EE. and 
7 
1 


3 
8 
no 
— 


aud here I might be very high in 


9 
9 


N < 4 v5 ba N 
a a 4 * 9 * 7 75 » . x 
— 4 4 % - * Lag) 79 * ” * 6 rd + . 4 7 2 . 

* £ : . C Fry bk , « : 2 

8 < : 3 1 . ; "+ 

- : . - — * 
* \ 1 2 

£ 


T7 


— 


x 


Good Name, Credit and Reputation in this World, and Fayour with God 


- 


in that which is to come. 


. 


] 


Man Death harh lately taken from us, in his Nobleneſs of Birth, his Chri- 


Jian and Military Virtues, his Piety, Charity, Sweetneſs ot Diſpoſition, ; 4 


Wich made him the Object of the Eſteem, of the Love, and of the Vepera- 


tion of all that convers'd with him, particularly his prudent and pious 
Converſation ia Marriage, which if not taken notice of, we ſhould do 


wrong to his Memory. The Honorable Eftate of Matrimony was eſtecm'd 1 
dy him to have Purity in it, as being an Inſtitution of God, and therefore 


he never abus'd it. 


His Matrimonial Contract he religiouſly perform'd, and what the 


Royal Martyr King Charles I. ſaid a little before his Death, EIN BON. 


That his very Thoughts had never ſtrayed from his belowed Queen, and 
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acquainted wich all your Ways, And this is the way to purchaſe 8 


the Encomium of that Great and G 
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that his Lowe ſhould be the ſame to the very laſt, doubileſs was verified in 


His Royal Highneſs Prince George of Denmark 
His Name for ſuch an entire Conjuga] Love and Fidelity ſhall be had in 


# 411 


_ everlaſting Remembrance, and he will be from Age to Age 2 continual and 
-_-- Jving Monitor to all married men. 5 „ 
Aud if Men of great Birth and Quality would imitate and make him 

their Copy, be as affectionate, juſt, and as faithful ro the Marriage Bed 


as he vas, we ſhould not ſo frequently hear of Separation of Houſes, Tables, 
Beds, and ſo many impure and irreligious Cohabitations, to the great Diſ- 


pleaſure of Almighty God, and to the Shame and Diſcredit of Chri- 
ſtianity. A Sin ſo horrid in it ſelf, that God has given à peculiar Com- 


| mandment to reſtrain ir, and will atter a particular manner Judge all 
ſuch unclean and ſacrilegious Profaners of Marriage. 8 


* 
o 


God had made rhe QUEEN and Him happy in one another, and after 


ſuch an innocent; ſweet, chaſte and virtuous Life, doubtleſs they ſhall 


both meer ineverlaſting Glory, where they neither marry, nor are given 


in Marraige, but are as the Angels of God, 


To conclude, The Moment we receiv'd the News of the Death of that 
good and religions Man, the Conſternation was univerſal, and the City's 


deſigu d publick Acclamations were chang'd into a ſorrowful Silence, 


The QUEEN has ſhed Tears; and her Subjects will Mourn, and not 
deiag able to ſay more, I hold my Peace, humbly beſeeching Almight7 
Sod to grant Her Majeſty Patience under io great an Affliction, and ſup- 6 


Port her in ber Troubles. . 
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